EQUATOR LIFE SCIENCE BERHAD 

(Company No.: 640850-U)

Incorporated in Malaysia

Notes on the quarterly report – 31 March 2006

A.
EXPLANATORY NOTES AS PER FRS134-INTERIM FINANCIAL REPORTING

A1. Basis of preparation

These interim financial statements are unaudited and have been prepared in accordance with FRS134 : Interim Financial Reporting, and the requirements of Appendix 7A of the Listing Requirements of Bursa Malaysia Securities Berhad (“Bursa Securities”) for the MESDAQ market. 

The accounting policies and methods of computation used in the preparation of the interim financial statements are consistent with those used in the preparation of the last audited financial statements for the financial year ended 31 December 2005, except for the adoption of the following new and revised Financial Reporting Standards ("FRS") which are effective for financial periods beginning 1 January 2006 :

FRS 2     : Share-based Payment

FRS 3     : Business Combinations

FRS 5     : Non-current Assets Held for Sale and Discontinued Operations

FRS 101 : Presentation of Financial Statements

FRS 102 : Inventories

FRS 108 : Accounting Policies, Changes in Accounting Estimates and Errors

FRS 110 : Events after the Balance Sheet Date

FRS 116 : Property, Plant and Equipment

FRS 121 : The Effects of Changes in Foreign Exchange Rates

FRS 127 : Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements

FRS 128 : Investments in Associates

FRS 131 : Interests in Joint Ventures

FRS 132 : Financial Instruments : Disclosure and Presentation

FRS 133 : Earnings per Share


FRS 136 : Impairment of Assets

FRS 138 : Intangible Assets

FRS 140 : Investment Property

The adoption of FRS 2, 5, 102, 108, 110, 116, 121, 127, 128, 131, 132, 133 and 140 does not have a significant financial impact on the Group. The principal effects of the changes in accounting policies resulting from the adoption of the other new and revised FRSs are as follows :

(a) FRS 3     : Business Combinations; 

FRS 136 : Impairment of Assets; and

FRS 138 : Intangible Assets 

The adoption of FRS : 3 Business Combinations and the consequential changes to FRS 136 : Impairment of Assets and FRS 138 : Intangible Assets, has resulted in a change in the accounting policy relating to purchased goodwill.

Goodwill acquired in a business combination is now stated at cost less any accumulated impairment losses. The adoption of these new FRSs has resulted in the Group ceasing annual amortisation of goodwill. Instead, goodwill is allocated to cash-generating units and the carrying amount is tested annually for impairment, or more frequently if events or changes in circumstances indicate that it might be impaired. Goodwill impairment is determined by comparing its carrying amount against its recoverable amount in accordance with FRS 136. Any impairment loss is recognised in the income statement and subsequent reversal is not allowed.

This change in accounting policy has been accounted for prospectively for business combinations where the agreement date is on or after 1 January 2006. For business combinations entered into prior to that date, the transitional provisions of FRS 3 requires the Group to eliminate the carrying accumulated amortisation as at 1 January 2006 of RM167,120 against the carrying amount of goodwill. The carrying amount of goodwill for the Group as at 1 January 2006 of RM668,474 ceased to be amortised. This has the effect of reducing the amortisation charge of the Group by RM8,356 for the 1st quarter ended 31 March 2006. No impairment loss on goodwill has been recognised in the 1st quarter ended 31 March 2006.

Under FRS 3, any excess of the Group’s interest in the net fair value of acquirees’ identifiable assets, liabilities and contingent liabilities over cost of acquisitions (previously referred to as “negative goodwill”), after reassessment, is now recognised immediately in profit or loss. Prior to 1 January 2006, negative goodwill was amortised over the weighted average useful life of the non-monetary assets acquired, except to the extent it related to identified expected future losses as at the date of acquisition. In such cases, it was recognised in profit or loss as those expected losses were incurred. In accordance with the transitional provisions of FRS 3, the negative goodwill (reserves on consolidation) as at 1 January 2006 of RM9,087,432 was derecognised with a corresponding increase in retained earnings.

(b)  FRS 101 : Presentation of Financial Statements

The adoption of the revised FRS 101 has affected the presentation of minority interests, share of net after-tax results of associates and other disclosures. In the consolidated balance sheet, minority interests are now presented within total equity. In the consolidated income statement, minority interests are presented as an allocation of the total profit or loss for the period. A similar requirement is also applicable to the statement of changes in equity. FRS 101 also requires disclosure, on the face of the statement of changes in equity, total recognised income and expenses for the period, showing separately the amounts attributable to equity holders of the parent and to minority interests.

The presentation of the Group's financial statements for the current period is based on the revised requirements of FRS 101. There was no minority interest for the quarter ended 31 March 2005. 
A2.

Audit report

The preceding year annual audited financial statements were not subject to any qualification.

A3.

Seasonal or cyclical factors

The Group’s interim operations were not affected by seasonal or cyclical factors.

A4.

Unusual items

During the current quarter under review, there were no items or events that arose, which affected assets, liabilities, equity, net income or cash flows, that are unusual by reason of their nature, size or incidence.

A5.

Changes in estimates

There were no changes in the estimates of amounts reported that have a material effect on the results in the current quarter under review.

A6.
Issuance, cancellations, repurchases, resale and repayments of debts and equity securities

There were no issuances, cancellations, repurchases, resale or repayment of debt and equity securities for the financial period under review.  

A7.
Dividends paid

An interim dividend of 10%, tax-exempt, amounting to RM2,350,080 in respect of the financial year 31 December 2005 has been paid by the Company on 18 January 2006. 

Dividend per share is 1 sen. 

A8.
Segmental information

The Group operates predominantly in one industry and accordingly, there is only geographical and business segmental information to be presented. 

For the individual quarter ended 31 March 2006

	Analysis by Geographical Segments
	Malaysia
	European Countries
	Other Asia Pacific region
	Elimination
	Consolidated

	
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Revenue
	
	
	
	
	

	Revenue
	3,277
	3,220
	271
	-
	6,768

	Inter-segment sales
	1,522
	16
	22
	(1,560)
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total revenue
	4,799
	3,236
	293
	(1,560)
	6,768

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Results
	
	
	
	
	

	Segment result
	199
	(95)
	270
	-
	374

	Finance costs
	(99)
	(2)
	-
	-
	(101)

	
	
	
	
	-
	

	Profit/(Loss) before tax
	100
	(97)
	270
	-
	273

	Income tax expense
	(16)
	201
	-
	-
	185

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit for the period 
	84
	104
	270
	-
	458

	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: There is no disclosure of business segment information as the Group operates principally within one industry.

Segmental information (Cont’d)
For the cumulative quarter ended 31 March 2006

	Analysis by Geographical Segments
	Malaysia
	European Countries
	Other Asia Pacific region
	Elimination
	Consolidated

	
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Revenue
	
	
	
	
	              

	Revenue
	3,277
	3,220
	271
	-
	6,768

	Inter-segment sales
	1,522
	16
	22
	(1,560)
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total revenue
	4,799
	3,236
	293
	(1,560)
	6,768


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Results
	
	
	
	
	

	Segment result
	199
	(95)
	270
	-
	374

	Finance costs
	(99)
	(2)
	-
	-
	(101)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit/(Loss) before tax
	100
	(97)
	270
	-
	273

	Income tax credit (expense)
	(16)
	201
	-
	-
	185

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit for the period 
	84
	104
	270
	-
	458


Note: There is no disclosure of business segment information as the Group operates principally within one industry.

A9.
Valuation of Property, Plant and Equipment 

The property, plant and equipment of the Group have not been revalued for the current quarter under review.

A10.
Materials events subsequent to the balance sheet date

There were no material events subsequent to the end of the current quarter under review that has not been reflected in the financial statements. 

A11.
Changes in the composition of the Group

There were no changes in the composition of the Group for the current quarter under review. 

A12.
Changes in contingent liabilities or contingent assets

There were no material changes in the contingent liabilities or contingent assets of the Group during the quarter under review.

A13.
Capital commitments 

There were no material changes in the capital commitments of the Group during the quarter under review.

A14.
Significant Related Party Transactions

Significant related party transactions of the Group for the quarter ended 31 March 2006 are as follows:

	
	
	 Individual  
	 Cumulative 

	
	
	 Quarter 
	 Quarter 

	
	
	 31.03.2006 
	 31.03.2006 

	
	
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)

	Corporate Shareholder
	
	

	@ Chiap Hup Agriculture Development Sdn Bhd
	2
	2

	     Purchase of raw materials and consumables
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Other Related Parties
	
	

	* Jeo Jeo Plantation Sdn Bhd
	637
	637

	    Purchase of young plants materials and consumables
	
	

	
	
	

	* Joe Tech Trading
	115
	115

	    Purchase of pots and consumables
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	 Individual  
	 Cumulative 

	
	 Quarter 
	 Quarter 

	
	 31.03.2006 
	 31.03.2006 

	
	RM (‘000)
	RM (‘000)

	
	
	

	* Le Tech Engineering Works
	1
	1

	   Purchase of property, plant and equipment
	
	                      
	

	
	
	
	

	** R.H. Van Leeuwen Beheer B.V.
	
	
	

	     Management fee
	
	121
	121

	
	
	
	

	Notes:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 @   A substantial shareholder of the Company
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	*  The companies in which a close member of the family of Koh Ah Keng, Koh Yueh     Lai and Koh Yueh Leong, directors of the company, has substantial financial interest.



	

	** The company has entered into a joint venture agreement and management agreement with Equator on 1 Aug 2005 for the incorporation of a joint venture company, namely, EEBV and provision of management and consultancy services to EEBV respectively.



	


A15.
Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents included in the consolidated cash flow statement consist of:

	
	As of 31 Mar 2006



	
	RM’000

	Cash and bank balances 
	2,454

	Fixed deposit with a licensed bank
	6,088

	Cash and cash equivalents
	8,542


B.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED BY BURSA MALAYSIA LISTING REQUIREMENTS

B1. Review of Group results for the current quarter ended 31 March 2006

For the quarter ended 31 March 2006, the Group achieved unaudited revenue of RM 6.77 million and unaudited profit after tax of RM0.45 million. The decrease in profit after tax as compared to the previous corresponding quarter mainly attributable to decrease in selling price due to intense competition from China competitor and high administrative expenses incurred in exploring new Europe market.  

B2.

Material changes in profit after taxation for the current quarter compared to the immediate preceding quarter

The Group profit after tax for the current quarter was RM0.45 million, as compare to loss of RM1.59 million in the immediate preceding quarter. This is mainly due to higher sales volumes in the current quarter and the absorption of one off set up costs for the new subsidiaries in the immediate preceding quarter. 

B3.

Current year prospects

The Group is aggressively looking at growth via geographical expansion, especially in China and Eastern Europe. Also, the Group had planned to diversify into organic fertilizer industry.

With the abovementioned aggressive marketing expansion as well as diversification in organic fertilizer industry, management expects positive growth of the Group in the current year 2006.
B4.

Profit forecast

The Company did not provide any profit forecast in any public document for the current quarter ended 31 March 2006.

B5.
Tax Expense

Income tax expense comprises the following:

	
	Individual quarter ended
	
	Cumulative quarter ended

	 
	 31 Mar 

2006
	
	 31 Mar 2005
	
	31 Mar 2006
	
	31 Mar 2005

	
	 RM’000
	
	 RM’000
	
	RM’000
	
	RM’000

	In respect of the current period
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Income tax 
	           16
	
	       638
	
	        16
	
	      638

	    Deferred tax
	        (201) 
	
	           -
	
	       (201)
	
	          -

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	         (185)
	
	       638
	
	        (185)
	
	      638


The effective tax rate for the current quarter ended 31 March 2006 is lower than statutory tax rate due to a subsidiary has been granted income tax relief in principal as a pioneer status company under the Promotion of Investment Act, 1986. 

B6.
Sale of unquoted investments and/or properties

There was no disposal of unquoted investments or properties during the current quarter under review.

B7.
Quoted and marketable securities

There was no purchase or disposal of quoted and marketable securities during the current quarter under review.

B8.
Status of corporate proposal announced 


Listing and quotation
The gross proceeds of RM30.0 million raised from the Public Issue of 60,000,000 new ordinary shares of RM0.10 each at an issue price of RM0.50 per share were utilised in the following manner as at 31 March 2006:

	Purpose


	Proposed Utilisation

RM’000
	Actual Utilisation

RM’000
	Unutilised Balance 

RM’000

	Setting-up of corporate office


	1,500
	96
	1,404

	Upgrading of information systems 
	900
	117
	783

	Marketing campaigns in promoting products
	2,000
	1,229
	771

	Expansion of R&D activities and facilities 
	6,500
	3,960
	2,540

	Working capital
	7,800
	9,327
	(1,527)^

	Repayment of loans
	4,500
	4,500
	-

	Acquisition of land
	5,000
	258
	4,742

	Estimated listing expenses
	1,800
	1,973
	(173)*

	
	30,000
	21,460
	8,540

	
	
	
	

	^ This amount included RM1.7 million of overdraft facilities to be drawn down 

	* Financed by internally generated fund 


B9.
Borrowings

The Group’s borrowings are as follows:

	
	RM’000

	Trade facilities
	6,175

	Overdrafts
	-

	
	6,175


B10.
Off balance sheet financial instruments

There were no off balance sheet financial instruments as at the date of this report.

B11.
Material litigation 

As at the date of this report, the Group was not engaged in any material litigation either as plaintiff or defendant and the Directors do not have any knowledge of any proceedings pending or threatened against the Group.

B12.
Dividends 

There was no dividend declared during the quarter under review.

B13.
Earnings per share (“EPS”)

	
	Individual quarter ended

	
	Cumulative period ended



	
	31 Mar 2006
	
	31 Mar 2005
	
	31 Mar 2006
	
	31 Mar 2005

	Basic earnings per share
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit for the period attributable to equity holders of the parent  (RM’000)
	460
	
	234
	
	460
	
	234

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weighted average number shares in issue (‘000)
	235,008
	
	175,008
	
	235,008
	
	175,008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Basic earnings/(loss)  per share (sen)
	0.20
	
	0.13
	
	0.20
	
	0.13


BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

LEONG SIEW FOONG

MAICSA 7007572

Company Secretary

Johor Bahru




The Directors of the Company are of the opinion that all the transactions above have been entered into in the normal course of business and have been established on terms and conditions that are no less favorable than those arranged with independent third parties. 
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